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Office Action Summary 



Application No. Applicant(s) 

! 

09/892.192 ! ROGERS cT AL. 

Examiner Art Unit [ 

Sang H NgLyen ■ 287? ' 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
\ Period for Reply 

' A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 30 cw MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

! - EjaepGions of time may De avaifaole under :ne prov.Gions of 37 CFR 1 '3d<3) In no event hov/ever. may a reply be timely filed 

I a'ter SIX (5) MCNTrS ffc*"^ Ine ma inc date of *h:s con^f^u.Tcaticn 

- If tr:e pe'icd for reDly specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply vy.tnin the sta'.utcry ""in rr.um c'' (30i days a'I;' be ccnsidcea timely. 

- If NO period for reply s spec/.ed a^ove :he "-axim-m statutory period v«/i|i app.y anc ^'ii. expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this comn-'un'calion. 
' F^nluie U". lenly '.■v t'^in thv; set or cx;en<:led petiod frii reply vvl!, by s;;);uin. c\uisu the .i[)|:'ic:a:ion k> cccorr.o ABANDONED (3c J S C § "ISo). 

I - Any reoly received by the Office 'ater ;han three mcntns a:'ter the mailing date af [his communication, even if limely filed may reduce any 

eamec pa:e''t te^m aciustment. See 37 CFR I 704(b; 

' Status 

1)12 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 June 2001 . 

I 2aO This action is FINAL. 2b)G This action is non-final. 

3)n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
I closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Ouayle. 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

' Disposition of Claims 

I 4)13 Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application. 

I 4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5)n C!aim(s) is/are allowed. 

[ 6)G Claim(s) is/ a re rejected 

7)G Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

I 8)K Claim(s) 7-28 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

. 9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

I 10)11] The drawing(s) filed on is/are a;Q acceptec or o fZi oojected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may rot request thai any objection !c ihe ara\ving(s) be held -n abeyance. See 37 C^^R 1 85;a ■. 
j 1 1)G The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)G approved b)G disapproved by tne Examiner 

If approved, correcteci drawings are reqjirea in reply Ic Inis Office action 
i 12)G The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
' Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 1 3)G Acknov^/ledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
' a)G All b)n Some ' c)C None of: 

I 1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

■ 2.G Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.G Copies of the certified copies of the phonty documents have been received in this National Stage 
j application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a,)). 

" See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

I 14)G Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priohty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

' a) Q The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15)G Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic phority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

1 

, Attachment(s) 

1; Q Noi.ce of Refe^e.rces Cited {PTO-S92; 4) G Interview Summary (PTO-4 1 3; Paper No{s) 

I 2) C Notice of Drafispe.'son s Patent Drawing Review iPTO-94S; 5) G Notice of Informal Potent Aoolication (P'rO-152; 

: 3) ! I Ir^formaiion Disclcsure Slatement(sj (PTO-1449; Paper No(s) . 6) G Otiner 

U ..^ "oten; .-I'-ci .■di.-*-"ior-. (/f.^o 

PTOL-326 (Rev 04-01) Office Action Sumrtiary Part of Paper i\'o. 20030917 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claims 1-8, 19-27, drawn to a method and a kit device for inspecting 
an end surface of an optical connector comprising a plate 
constructed and arranged to be mounted on an inspection machine, 
and cage member is arranged to receive the optical connector, 
classified in class 356, subclass 244. 

II. Clainns 9-18, drawn to a cage member for an optical connector 
comprising: a frame, a latch assembly, flange, wherein the flange 
defining a continuous, flat, planar end face, and flange having a 
height that at least 25 % more than the frame height, classified in class 
385, subclass 50+. 

III. Claim 28, drawn to a mounting arrangement having a cradle, a jig 
supported by cradle, a chuck within the Jig, a fixture mounted on the 
jig, and an optical connector, classified in class 385, subclass 88. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and (II and III) are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1 ) the combination as 
claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other 
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combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the 
patentability of the combination (Group I) does not required a particular of the 
subcombinations as claimed (Group II and III). The subcombination has separate utility 
such as optical fiber networks, optical fiber amplifiers, optical equalizers, interferometer 
microscope, and a cable television system. 

Inventions II and 111 are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such 
as holding an optical connector. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restnction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group (II and III), and Group III is not 
required for Group (I and II) and vice verse, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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A telephone call was made to Julie R. Daulton on 09/17/03 to request an oral 
election to the above restnction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance vy/ith 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sang H Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-308- 
6426. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on 703-308-4881 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Sang Nguyen 



09/17/03 




Frank G. Font 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2877 



